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APPENDIX, 





With the hope of doing good, a few. 
thoughts are offered on the caufes of 
Contagion, and Peftilential Difeafes, 
and the means of guarding ayainft 
them. 


ONTAGION is propagated by three 
“ caufes, Theair, difeafed perfons, and 
*¢ goods tranfported from infected places.’’* 


Ir is the firft caufe, which at the prefent time, 
engages our particular attention. As we have na 
reafon to fuppofe the feeds of the Epidemic, which 
has given us fo much diftrefs, were imported, it is 
generally agreed, the caufe is in the air. 


Weare therefore naturally led to inquire, what 
is there in the air we breathe, which may be con- 
fidered as the caufe of contagion and peftilential 
difeafe ? 

THE 


& Dr, Righard Mead, 


ig 
Tue refearches of the philofophers and chemifts 


of the prefeng Bey Twill fidip TB, perhaps, to an 
anf{wer. 


Nearxy three. quarters of.‘*-the. elaftic. fluids 
© which compofe the inferior {lratum of air which 
* we inhabit,’’* are noxious,& incapable of fupport~ 
ing life, Te is by the’ prefence of the other quar— 
“ter,that: ra and’ life are 'ielerved. als 


THE acl or  life- acne part of the air, in 
‘the modern language of chemifts, is called Oxygen > 
the other parts, azote. eoewe win ke 


THE azofe, or‘ mephitic part of atmofpheric 
air,” confifts of vapours from mud, marthes, flag 
nant waters,: fermenting and putrefying fubftances 
of all kinds ; together with the air which has fuf- 
fered the defiruction of its: vita] part by pafling the 
lungs ofall the living creatures, and by fupporting 
aallthe fires which ace ira in wall se mane of. the 
world. | 


A redundancy, of the:non-refpirable part of 
air now mentioned, may be‘a/caufe fufficient to 
produce peflilential diforders of the worft’ kind." 

vn + Dstgotip 
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Lone continued heat without winds and forms, 
“will produce fuch a redundancy... Long continued 
“heat will not only produce noxious vapours, but by 
rarefying the atmofphere near the earth, it will, fo 
leffen the preflure, as to fuffer thofe vapours to rife 
high: enough to be received into our lungsfome 
of thote..vapours:are {6 tauch Heavier ‘than’ the 
commonruirjin a temperate {tate of the atmofpheré, 
as to creep along juft'above the furface of the earth, 
and fettle down in vallies and low grounds... In 
‘the Gy otto ‘del © (ano, the noxious air will kill the 
‘dog, who ca.ries his nofe near the ground, while a 
man, crett, receives no injury. 


‘Bor if tlie aside of the moft. ital peftilential 
difeafesiscto be. found. in the air, how -fhall we 
guard againft them ? We cannot ‘prevent the heat. 
We have no command over the winds. The 
changes of the weather are, in no degree under our 
controul.— We can however remove many of thofe 
fubftances, which in hot weather, fend forth poi- 
fonous efinvia... We.can, keep. our, .{treets clean. 
Wecan fill up or cleanfe thofe docks and flips 
which receive, and which expo/e the moft filthy fub- 
itances, when the water retires. Wecan bury, or 
fink in the fea, thofe things which would offend 
| and i ues wih if left above ground, 


We 
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We can, from exhauftlefs fprings on our own 
peninfula,or from fountains in the vicinity, we can, 
every day, through the fummer, fend ‘refrefhing 


ftreams, from elevated fituations to all the lower 
parts of the town. | 


WE can plant trees on every vacant {pot, which 
will repay us, not only by fjeir beautiful appear- 
ance,but by drinking up the azote gas,and breath. 
ing, from their leaves, the purel’ air. 


We can keep ourfelves clean : We can keep our 
houfes,and particularly our lodging—c/ambers clean: - 
We can refrain from full meals of animal food,and 
from inebriating liquors : We can do many things 
to guard againft contagious and peftilential dif- 
eafes; And when we have done all in our power, 
we may truft the providence of God, with ‘an eafy 
mind. 





AMOS, Ill. 2. 


*% You onty mAvEe I KNOWN OF ALL THE PAMILIES 
& Or THE EARTH, THEREFORE [| WILL PUNISH YOU 
% yOR YOUR IMIQUITIES,.” 


| ei prophet was directed to fpeak in the 
name of the Lord, to thechildren of Ifrael, 
e— You only have I known, of all the families of 
“the earth, therefore I will punifh you for your 
* iniquities,”? | 


In as much as “ the things which were written 
‘ aforetime were written for our learning,’’ it may. 
be a proper and ufeful exercife for us, on the 
prefent ferious occafion, to confider fome of the 
reafons, why thofe fubje€ts of moral government, 
who have received particular favours, and have 
abufed 


ae ANY 


abufed them, have been marked out, in divine 
providence,by particular punifhments. 


Great caution however is to be ufed, in mak- 
ing up our judgment, with refpeét to individuals, 
or focietics of men, from the fufferings of the 


prefent life. ¢ ~ y ( 


- 


THE Frente of Job, v we find had embraced an 

opinion, at that: age. of the world,;that the ¢reateft 
fufferers, are the greatcit finners.. This alfo was 
the opinion of the Jews, who fuppofed thofe un- 
happy perfons, who were deftroyed by a tower in 
Siloam, which fell upon. them, were the. greareft 
finners in Jerufalem.» » But this opinion,® however 
popular, was difcountenanced and rejected by the 
great teacher of mankind. He exhorted all who 
heared him to repent, as they hoped to efcape 
defiruction, | 


oe 


ip 2! while we ufe great caution, in making up.. 

our judgment with refpect to individuals, or focies.. 
ties of men,from their circumftances in the prefent 
life, we have authority fromthe f{eripsures to” fay, 

that... individuals, and. nations of men, “have” 
been profpered on: account ‘of: their -virtues, and 
punifhed.on, account, of «their: vices... “While the 
fovereign of.the!worls, is to -be:confidered; as con- 
ducting the affairs of his'governmeénr by» the “ope- 
ration 


toi 

ration.of laws which he ‘hath .eftablifhed, fo that 
ina: general way, neither love or hatred can be 
known by the circumftances of the children of 
men, it muft be granted, that obedient fubjects, 
have, in, many. in{tances, been encouraged: -by re 
‘wards, while obftinate and. rebellious finners, have 
been punifhed for their crimes. | 

Havine made the foregoing obfervations, I 
will proceed to offer fome reafons why thofe fub- 
jects ‘of moral government, who have received 
particular favours and have abufed them, have 
been marked out in divine providence, by Bar Hcs 
Jar punifhments. 


Anp Ift. The honor of divine government may 
require, that fingular punifhments, undet certain 
circumftances, fhould be inflicted,even in the pre- 
fent life. 


One reafon, and 6s fla the greateft ofall, why 
the children of If{rael were delivered from the 
bondage of Eyypt, with a high hand, and con._ 
duéted through the fea, and through the wilder- 
néfs with an out-ftretched arm, was to fhow the 
heathen nations, in a {trong and convincing light, 
that Jehovah is infinitely fuperior to all who were 
called Gods, and that He alone isto be worfhipped, 


-Gop knew Ifraelas his peculiar people. He 
. declared himfelf, the God of Abraham, the God 
uae of 
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of Ifaac, and the God of Jacob. Having made 4 
folemn-covenant with thofe patriarchs and their 
children, and granted them many important fa. 
vours ; having revealed to them his will, and given | 
them commandments and ordinances to obferve, 
his honour, as theGovernor of the world, was con- 
nected with their condu&. 


When it was known among the heathen, that 
God fent plagues on the Fgyptians, becaufe their 
King refufed to releafe the feed of Jacob from un- 
reafonable fervitude ;—that he deftroyed Pharaoh 
and his hoft in the red fea ;—that he fettled his 
redeemed people in a country which had been 
long promifed them, and protected them when 
expofed to the humerous and powerful enemies 
round about them, there were particular and very 
ftrong reafons why they fhould be careful to obey 
all the commandments. which the Lord their God 
had given them. When they difcovered their 
ingratitude by forgetting their deliverer, and by 
practifing thofe things which had been ftridtly 
forbidden, there were particular and {trong req~ 
fons why they fhould be punifhed. — 


Tue prophets and minifters of the moft High, 
were careful to. proclaim abroad, that God had 
chofen Ifrae! to be his inheritance,—a people to 
thew. forth his praife : and therefore when Ifrael 

chofe. 
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chofe to be the inheritance of others, and to fhew 
forth the praife of ftrange Gods, the honour, of 
Jehovah required, that Ifrael fhould be punithed. 
The fin of forfaking the true God, and giving that 
worfhip to idols which is duc to Jehovah, was a 
public fin ; it was therefore highly proper, that 
fome punifhments of a public nature fhould be 
inflicted. © 


. Tne propriety of infliting particular punith- 
ments on the children of Ifrael, after they had 
abufed the fingular favours which had been con- 
ferred upon them, will farther appear, when we 
confider they were threatened with diftrefling cala~ 
mities, in order to guard pin eget apottacy and 

rebellion. 


Wrrxovt confulting. any other parts of the 
facred volume, the xxviiith-chapter-of the book of 
Deuteronomy will furnifh fufficient evidence of the 
care which Jehovah exercifed over the morals of 
his ancient covenant people, both by promifing 
bleffings to the obedient, and threatening punifh- 
ments, varying in degree, but dreadful’ in the 
end, on‘all ies as Relat at to do wickedly, 

Ws, £0. on, to fay, . 
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“Taly. Anarnea reafon why fingular sanity 
ments, are inflicted . on. {uch members of God’s 
on morat. 


te] 
moral government, as “have received: particular 
favours and - have -abufed ‘them, may’ be’to pro. 
mote the reformation and real -apiich of aed Nite 
themfelves. 


sly me to quality schcsarte® fort pie for ad- 
vancement in happinefs, it feems neceflany, -that 
in fome ftage of their exiftence, they fhould |be 
fubjected to a courfe of trial and difcipline.— 
Nor are we to fuppofe it hath. been the peculiarly 
hard lot of mankind to be placed under fuch.cir- 
cumftances. Beings fuperior to us have. been 
tried. What. were the particular circumfances 
of trial, to which, the angels were Subjected we 
know not. “We know, from the facred books, 3 
number of them fell from their firft eftate—« i 
‘s ¢heir own habitation; and are refefved'iniever— 
to Jafting-chains, under darknefs, unto-the 2 
~ “ment of the! eres end! at M 


Our parents, made i in. ‘the, image of ‘God, and 
free from fin, were, tried. _and fell. We all: chaye 
our trials. Weare all in. a ftate of difcipline. Some 
of the, children, of, men, have, greater | trials, than 
others. It hath fo happened, that fome whe were _ 
under the moft favourable:difcipline, and pofleffed 
the'higheft: advantages! for moral and #cligious im- 
Sa rig have Deen’ overcome in'the day i 
an 


eae. 


and Have wandered in the way of fin. In rercy 
to fuch perfons God’ ‘hath corrected them. By 
fufferings he hath taught them the evil of tranf. 
greffion. ‘To this point we have the teftiniony of 
David, a man, in many_refpeéts, highly favoured, 
but extremely irregular i in his conduct. “ Before 
 T was afflicted,” fays he, “I went aftray ; but 
« now have I kept thy word.’? Like good effects - 
of affliction have been experienced by ferions peo- 
ple i in all ages. 


_ Suen are the imperfections of human nature,and 
of the prefent life, that {mall has’ been the number 
of thofe who have maintained purity of moral cha- 
rater, and a truly devotional {pirit, during a courfe 
of uninterrupted profperity,and worldly enjoyment. 
When 4gur prayed that he might poffefs medio- 
crity of circumftances, he knew that uninterrupted 
profperity very often draws off the heart fromGod. 
« Give me neither pover ty nor riches: feed me 
© with food convenient for me, left I be full and 
«‘ deny thee, and fay, who is the Lord?” 


Wuen people are drawn away from. a fenfe of 
dependance on God, and from the path of duty, by. 
their fucceffes, and by the abundance which they 

pofiefs,.affi@ions and difappointments, may do 


them good, 
B In 
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In the courfe of difcipline in which we are pla- 
ced, we either improve in virtue and knowledge, 
or we degenerate: .The means which are ufed with 
us in providence, will either, have a good effect, or 
leave us lefs fufceptible of good impreffions. 


THERE are thofe, who by the bounties of heaven, 
are filled with gratitude: who ftudy to know what 
returns they (hall make’ for divine favours : who 
endeavour to honour God, and to make their fel- 
low-creatures happy, in the ufe which they make 
of their fubftance. Such men are good ftewards : 
they feel the pleafure of doing good, and their re- 
ward will be great in Heaven, — a 


~ Orners there are, who are proud of what they 
poffefs. Profperity makes them vain and felfith. 
When they ought to be more pious, they are more 
irreligious =: When they have more power to do 
good, they have lefs of the difpofition. They. re- 
je€t the folicitations of the poor and needy, that 
they may have the more to confume in the gratih. 
cation of their appetites and paffions. 


WHEN men who were once fober and virtuous, 
who in moderate circumftances, attended to the 
duties of religion, and felt the fufferings of the 
needy and affli€ted, lofe their good impreflions ; 

: ii ! wad Ac ae and 
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and in more elevated circumftances, fhow that they 
regard nothing but their own pleafures, it may bea 
mercy to correct them. . When they fhow that they 
cannot bear fuccefs, but the more they have, the 
more they increafe in pride and folly, it may be a 
mercy to {trip them of their fub{tance, and humble 
them by loffes and fufferings, 


Tuat the purpofes of God are kind and bene- 
volené, in the fufferings which he brings on the 
children of men, we are clearly taught in the fa- 
cred writings. He does not afflict willingly, nor 
grieve the children of men. If need be we are in 
heavinefs. ‘The fruit of afflifion is to take away 
fin. 


WE add once more, | 


idly. Gop may inflict particular punifhments 
on fuch members of his moral government,as have 
received particular favours, and have abufed them, 
in order to afford fuitable warning to others. 


One important end for which the judgments of 
Heaven fell upon the difobedient children of Ifrael, 
was the conviction which their fufferings afforded, 
even to the heathen nations, that the ways of God 
are right ; and that he will not fuffer the workers 
af iniquity to efcape the effects of his difpleafure. 

B 2 Thus 
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Thus we read, in the xxxixth of Ezekiel : ‘* The 
«<< heathen fhall know that the houfe of Ifrael went 
“ into captivity for their’ iniquities :—becaufe 
** they tranfgreffed againft me, therefore hid I my 
‘© face. from: caer si pave inl into he. “Hand 
“ of their enemies.’ 


More folemn warnings cannot be given to the 
wicked children of men, than thofe which were 
given to the e children of Ifrael, both by the words 
which were fpoken to them, and by the punifh- 
ments which: in the courfe of ‘divine arabe 
were inflicted ih them. oh 


Trey were the peculiar people of the moft 
High, God chofe them from the nations of the 
earth, that by them his name might be known, 
and that they might fhew forth his praife. He 
delivered them from the bondage of Egypt : He 
protected them when expofed to their enemies : 
He fed. them with bread from Heaven : He efta- 
blifhed with them his covenant : He gave them 
particular in ftructions with refpect to their con- 
duct: He promifed them the higheft temporal 
felicity as the reward of obedience, and threatened 
them with extreme wretchednefs, in cafe they re- 


jeGted his law, and chofe to rebel againft him. 
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Tr fhall come to pals, ifthou wilt, not hears 
«ken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to 
s obferve to do all his commandments and. hie. 
“ ftatutes, which I command thee this day, that 
all thefe curfes fhall come upon thee, and 
es overtake thee.” . 

« Cursep fhalt thou be i in the city, and curfed 
 fhalt thou be in the field. Cupfed fhall be thy, 
‘“ bafket and thy ftore. ‘Curfed*fhall be the fruit 
“ of thy body, and the fruit of thy land, the increafe 
* of thy kine, ; and the flocks of thy fheep. Curfed 
* fhalt thou be when thou comeit in, and curfed 
« fhalt thou be when thou goeft out.” 


“Tue Lord fhall fend upon thee, curfing vexa< 
«“ tion and rebuke, in all that thou fetreft thine 
“ hand unto, for to do, until thou be deftroyed, 
« and until thou perifh quickly ; becaufe: of the — 


‘wickednefs of thy doings, whereby: ‘thou haft 
se forfaken me.”” 


4 THe ee fhall bring thee and aly Ging schiols 
« thou fhalt fet over thee, unto a nation which 
“ neither thou, nor thy fathers have known; and 
«there fhalt thou ferve other Gods, wood and 
“6 {tone. And thou fhalt become an aftonifhment, 
a proverb, and a a by-Word, among all nations, 


e. F 


whither 


UL ted 
‘whither the Lord {hall lead thee.—All thefe 
« curfes fhallcome upon thee and fhall purfue thee, 
“and overtake thee, till thou be deftroyed : be- 
‘* caufe thou hearkeneft not unto the voice of the 
“ Lord thy God, to keep his commandments and 
his ftatutes which he rane thee. 4 


Brerween eight and nine ‘hundred’ years after. | 
ter the date of the folemn charge given by Mofes 
to the children of Ifrael, in which you will “find 
the fentences we have now repeated, the aw ful 
threatenings. were executed in the captivity, of the 
whole family, which God 1" brought up from the 
land of Egypt. 


Asour feven hundred and twenty years before 
Chrift, the King of Affyria, took the capital of 
the-ten: tribes, and carried the TRE RUL Aes into 
captivity. 


Five hundred and ninety years before | Chritdee 
rufalem was taken by the king of Babylon, the 
Temple was burned, and the once highly favoured 
people of God were fubjected to ahumble and fuf- 
fering condition, which continued feventy years. 


Tuis captivity was predifled by Jeremiah, and 
by feveral other prophets. ‘ Surely thus faith 
“the Lord, fo will I give Zedekiah the King of 

« Judah, 


bas 


~ Judah, and his Princes, and the refidue of Jeru- 
*¢ falem that remain in this land, and them that 
‘© dwell'in the land of Egypt. ‘ And I will deliver 
«< them to-be removed into all the Kingdoms of the 
«« earth, for their hurt,to bea reproach & a proverb, 
«a taunt anda curfe,in’ all the places whither I fhall 
«drive them. AndTI_ will fend the fword, the fa- 
«‘ mine and the peftilence : among them, till they be 
«* confumed from off ‘the land: which. : gave unto 
“‘ them and: their. fathers: LPM es Lay | 


LN the hiftory at the jae te of Hfrael aad ‘Judah, 
we find this prophecy, very exaélly fulfilled.t _.. ) 


ha Sua channes of Heaven, which were inflicted’ 
on the whole family of the children of Ifrael, fland 
as folemn warnings to all who live in wickednefs : 
If God {pared not the feed of Abraham, his friend, 
but accomplifhed the things which he threatened, 
when they. rebelled againgt him, .no other nation 
furely can expeét, to be trgated, with, more: tender. 
nefs. | 


To athe valuable purpofes i in the moral gO~ 
» vernment of the world, certain periods are marked. 
with the record ‘of ‘awful ‘judgments, which God 
Jaath fegn ni fit to infliG on’ the siege of then, | 


| . Tae 
*. Jeremiah xxivth Chap, % a Kings xxv, 
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‘Tue deluge, in the time of Noah, was brought 


on the inhabitants of the earth, as the punifhment 
of the wickednefs which every, where prevailed. 


« Sopom and Gomorrha, and the cities about 
«* them, are fet forth for an ‘example, faffering the 
“« vengeance “of eternal fire.” fag 


Bestprs the ‘nidgerienté which? were infli@ed’ on 
Judah and Ifrael, in confequence'of ‘their ingrati- 
tude and rebellion,the hiftory of later ages, informs 
us of feafons, ‘when the inhabitants of the world 
have been thinned'and’ wafted away by defolating 
calamities. 


In the year of our ip aret $425 a peftilential dif 
order appeared firft in Egypt, on the eaftern chan-. 
nel of the Nile, * from thence, tracing as it were a 
« double ' path, it {pread to the Eaft, over Syria, 
<'Perfia; and the Indies ; and penetrated to the. 
‘© Welt along’ the ‘coaft ‘of Africa, and over ‘the: 
‘¢ continent of Europe.” This Plague, thegreat— 
eft and moft general on the annals of the world, 
continued fifty-two years :——Its progrefs was eve=» 
ry where marked, with defolation and ruin. . Such 
were its dreadful ravages, that in ftrong language’ 
it is faid to have ‘* depopulated the ee et 


coud 


2 Gibbon, Vol, iv. Dublin, Murator, Tom, 1, pt. 4. pe 426, 
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Some have fuppofed one third part of the inha- 
bitants of the world were deftroyed by the plague 
which we have now mentioned : but “ no faéts have 
‘«¢ been preferved to fuftain an. account, or even a 
“ conjectuse, of the numbers that perifhed in this 
« extraordinary mortality.” “ Many cities of the 
«: Faft were left vacant : the decreafe of the human 
- fpecies, during that feafon of afflittion, has never 
« been repaired in fome of the faireft countries of 
« the globe.” — eM 


ie 1346 to 1350, the principal countries of 
the world were again vifited with an extenfive- 
Plague. It broke out in C4ina in 1346, and palfed 
into the re Egle Syria, ana S Egypt, and 
Africa. 


Tue next year it raged on the other fide of the 
Mediterranean. In 1348, and 1349, it raged in 
Hungary, in Germany, in Spain, in France, in 
Belgium and Denmark, in England, Scotland 
and Ireland.* ‘The Plague, at the time now menti- 
oned, was almoft general, and the deftruction of 
mankind by it, was beyond calculation. 


Many pages of hiftory are filled with acceunts 
of peftilential difeafes which have thinned off 
the inhabitants of the world. At fome periods the 

Cc | eve 


* Mead on Peftilential Contagiem, 


C 8 J 
evil has been general, and at other times it has 
been confined to particular places. 


In 1656 the Plague was brought from Sardinia 
to Naples. It raged with exceflive violence, and 
in lefs than fix months carried off 400,000 of the 
inhabitants. 


In the latter end of 1664 feveral perfons died of 
a peftilential diforder at Weftminfter, and in the 
{pring after, London was vifited with a dreadful 
Plague. In the months of Auguft and September, 
the mortality was diftreffing beyond what had been 
known, in that city before. 


 Asour the beginning of September the difeafe 
“‘ was at the height.’’ Eight, and ten thoufand, 
and even ‘twelve thoufand died in a week.” 


Wiru fuch dreadful effe€idid the Plague con- 
tinue to rage, until it had “ carried off, as fome 
“ computed,about one hundred thoufand people.’’* 


Iw 1720, Sixty thoufand died of the Plague 1 in 
the city Marfeilles. 


Wuen we confider the manner in which the ine 
habitants of the Earth have been chaftifed at one 
timeand another, what reafon can be offered why 
we, on this quarter of the globe, fhould hope to - 


efcape ? 
* Dr, Hodge’s Hiftory of. the Plague i in, London, 1065. 
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efcape ? Countries to all appearance as favourably 
fituated for health, as the American States, have 
been fcourged'by the peftilence, and confumed by 
the judgments of Heaven. 


, Ler us now apply the fubject, and endeavour to 
have our hearts imprefled with the thoughts which 
have been fuggefted.. 


Axtuoucy we canclaim no particular relation 
to the God of Heaven, in confequence of a cove- 
nant made with our Fathers, like that which was 
made with the Hebrew Patriarchs, we may gain 
important inftraétion from their hiftory. 


Wureit isnot pretended that the firft Englith 
planters of this country’ were protected by mira~ 
culous interpofitions of providenee, it will be ac- 
knowledged | their enterprife was aftonifhingly. fuc- 
ceeded. A {mall number were protected among 
{avages in an inhofpitable wildernefs, three thouf- 
and miles from their native country. They in- 
creafed and multiplied, their pofterity are now a 
powerful and numerous people. >: 


Tue inhabitants of no part of the earth have 
poffeffed, .or do poffefs the means of happinefs to 
higher. perfe€tion, than the inhabitants of the Ame- 
rican States have poflefled, and do generally poffefs, 
vat this very day. 

We 
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We have,and we do enjoy all the, civil and reli, 
gious advantages \ which reafonable creatures,while 
in the prefent, life, have any right toexpedt. The 
inhabitants of our country have enjoyed, and (ex 
cept infome of the fea-ports, and great towns) 
‘do now enjoy S-tauich health as the inhabitants of 
moft other countries have enjoyed‘-—And what 
have been the effeéts of divine goodnefs ?’ What 
fruit have we brought forth ? Have we exprefled 
that gr ratitude to a heavenly benefactor, —that con- 
tentment with our portion in, life, which we ought 
to have exprefled ? And further, Tet me inquire, 
What is the ftate of Religion : ? We. blufh to | 

fay. —We are obliged to confefs, that while i iniqui- 
ty has abeiinded;: the love ‘of many has’ waxed 
cold. Thefriends of God and’ of Religion, may 
-adopt the words of Jeremiah, with. little ‘ variation 
and fay, ‘* The ways’ of Zion mourn, -becaufe few 
‘«s come to the folemn feafts.’?: Never :was there’ a 
time, when facred things ‘were treated with more 
neglect, Multitudes:fpeak of Religion as a thing 
of no confequence’;; while many treat its gees 
ons with contakye: voy 


Tr our fathers were too {trict in the obfervance 
of the Chriftian Sabbath, and the rites/of religion, 
the prefent generation has magi pone: very far 
to. the other extreme, . 


Tue 
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Tue indifferency—the luke-warmnefs of many 
who have profeffed a general friendfhip for the 
Chriftian Religion, has, we fear, encouraged its 
open enemies to blafpheme the name by which we 
are called ; and infult the authority of God.— _ 


Tue prophet was ordered to fay, unto the whole 
family of the children of Ifrael, ‘* You only have 
« I known, of all the families of the earth ; there 
s* fore I will punifh you for your iniquities.’’ 


As the inhabitants of this land-have been, and 
are now in poffeffion of many advantages which 
they have not duly efteemed,—fome of the moft pre- 
cious of which they have neglected or abufed,there - 
is reafon to fear God will vifit them with his judg 
ments ; and make them know, as he did his peo- 
ple in ancient times, what an evil thing it is to def- 
pife his goodnefs, and trample on hislaws. This 
to be fure, is not a comfortable thought: but if 
_paft difpenfations of providence, excite fuch fears 
and apprehenfighs, we fhould be unwife to put 
ed from Us, hewever unpleafant. 


Tue indgme@isi of God are now abroad in the 
earth; and fome of them have already fallen upon 
the American Sratés. ; 

30 Warr the j:0ft powerful nations of Europe are 
eg Kae Hestars of way, and are made the in~ 
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firuméents:in:providence! of chaftifing each other, 
the inhabitants of the principal Cities and Towns 
on this Continent:are afflicted, and many are con- 
fumed wd a petientin Epidemic. | 


Tas Capitol of the United States, hich a few 
weeks ago, was full of people, —the feat of govern. 
‘gfent,—the refort of ftrangers who vifit our coun- 
try;hthe abode of ‘the induftrious and‘ of the rich, 
is now a City, almoft left’ folitary. 


) THe Peftilence hath marked its way, with awful 
défirution: many have fallen‘before it. To ef- 
cape its'malignant breath, multitudes’ have fled. 
‘Men, womenand children 'to the number of fifty 
thowfand, it is fad, have left théir houfes and their 
“occupations, and fought proteion in towns’ and 
-villages where'they had reafon'tohope, theré was no 
infection! It is‘not poflible for us to conceive of 
their affli@ions and fufferings. We’ pray-God ‘to 
remove the ftroke of his hand : ' to ‘have ‘compaffion 
on his peeple : to heal and ‘comfort them. | 
Nor is Philadelphia the only City which is dif- 
-trefled with the’ peftileritial diforder; which has put 
on fo threatening: an. appedrance‘in ‘our’ cotintry. 
New-York, New-London, and feveralother Towns 
are fuffering, in a, pfeates or lefs degree, the fame 
-salamity. sae hie | | guia? 


BosTow 
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Boston hath not efcaped.— We had pleafed our- 
{elves too much, with the idea, that our northern 
fivuation, and healthful climate (underProvidence) 
would have. been. our protection. We find our- 
felves miftaken. The wafting diforder hath alrea~ 
dy carried off a confiderable number of our inha- 
bitants. Our young men have fallen before it : 
Nor have grey hairs been a defence. Parents have - 
been taken from children, and children from pa- 
rents: The tendereft connections have been fud- 
denly broken up and diffolved. 

Tuts new diforder,which hath in many inftances 
attacked with violence, and hurried our friends 
and neighbours out of the world, hath produced a 
ferious alarm.—Look at. many of our ftreets, and 
to the ftore-houfes, which have been ufually full 
of merchandife, and of bufinefs, and your eye will 
affect your heart. | 


ALtTuovucGu the number which hath fallen by the 
peftilential Epidemic is fmall, compared with the 
returns which have been made of the dead in Phi- 
ladelphia and New-York, it is however enough to 
excite our apprehenfions ; and ought to awaken 
within us very ferious meditations.* 

Wuew 

* By colle&ing the returns which have been made by 

the Sextons, andthe accounts which have been publifhed 

by Order of the Sele&tmen of the Town, I find 115 have . 
died of the prevailing Epidemic, from the 21ft of June, 
when it fir appeared, and the 8th of O&ober,—the time 
at which)thisDifcourfe was publifhed, i,¢, 118 in 80 days, 
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Wuen fuffering other calamities, fuch as have 
been occafioned by wars and civil commotions,'we 
have been accuftomed to caft the blame on fome of 
our fellow-creatures : But when the Peftilence 
which walketh in darknefs,comes to our houfes, we 
are filent. We bow,& acknowlege the hand of God. 


Burt we find fupport in trouble, when we confi- 
der, He who holds the winds,and directs the clouds 
where they fhall drop the rain, hath the Peftilence 
and all difeafes which afflict mankind, under his 
abfolute controul. | Let us therefore make him our 
fear, and there will be nothing that we fhall Have 
need to dread. 


Ler us pour out our fouls before him and fay—_ 
<¢ Spare us O Lord, we befeech thee ; O fpare thy 
“people, and blefs thine inheritance. Remove 
‘‘ thy ftroke away from us, and confume us not in 
“thine anger. Then will we praife thee for the 
«health of our countenance. We will offer the 
* facrifice of thankfgiving for ever and ever.” 
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